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Townsend’s big-eared bat (Corynorhinus 
townsendii) roosts primarily in open spaces 
within mines, buildings, bridges, tunnels, and 
hollow trees (Fellers and Pierson, 2002; 
Keeley and Tuttle, 1998; Pierson and Rainey, 
1998; Kunz and Martin, 1982).  Yuma myotis 
(Myotis yumanensis), in contrast, typically are 
found in crevices or small cavities but also 
use larger openings in caves, hollow trees, 
buildings, bridges, culverts, and bat houses 
(Adams, 2003; Barbour and Davis, 1969; 
Betts, 1997; Pierson and Rainey, 1998).  
However, the author recently detected both C. 
townsendii and M. yumanensis roosting inside 
a large, smooth-walled, metal pipe associated 
with the Hetch Hetchy Water System, in 
Tuolumne County, California (Fig. 1).  The 
pipe began at the wall of a forebay and 
extended ca. 560 m, partially underground, to 
where it joined a smaller pipe that eventually 
exited below the surface of the reservoir.   

On 23 July 2014, the author observed a 
single C. townsendii flying inside the 150-cm-
diameter pipe, near the opening to the 
forebay.  On 13 August 2014, 12 C. 
townsendii exited the pipe, and six of those 
were caught in a harp trap.  The captured 
individuals included two lactating/ 
postlactating females, one post-reproductive 
adult male, and one juvenile non-reproductive 

male; the other two C. townsendii, however, 
were released immediately, without further 
data collection, due to restrictions established 
by the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife.  In addition to the C. townsendii, 14 
Yuma myotis were trapped exiting the pipe—
12 lactating/postlactating females, one post-
reproductive adult male, and one juvenile 
male.  An additional 10–12 Myotis, 
presumably M. yumanensis, were observed 
flying from the forebay into the pipe but were 
not caught. 

Subsequent examination of the interior of 
the pipe showed that it was assembled in 
sections with telescoping ends, slipped 
together and riveted, and that several vertical 
standpipes intersected the ceiling and 
provided limited ventilation.  Potential sites 
where bats might grasp the surface of the pipe 
included patches of rust, the edges of the 
joined sections, and the interior of the 
standpipes.  Fecal pellets were observed in 
several locations within the pipe, with 
obvious concentrations below each visible 
joint.  The capture of reproductive females of 
both C. townsendii and M. yumanensis 
indicates that this pipe was serving as a novel 
maternity roost for both species. 
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Figure 1.  Top) Metal pipe joining wall of 
forebay.  Bottom) Interior view of pipe used for 
roosting by reproductive Corynorhinus 
townsendii and Myotis yumanensis. 
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